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Final Small Grains Summary 
Sept. 30, 2008 



Crop Weather Report 
Week Ending September 14, 

2008

Small grains harvest not complete, due to 
continued rainfall the past two weeks
Winter wheat crop 97% harvested



Spring Planted Crops

Harvest of all small 
grains behind last 
year.

Harvest of most 
oilseeds behind last 
year. 



Topsoil Moisture Better than 
Last Month, Last Year, & 5-Year Avg.

September 14, 2008 This 
Week

Last 
Month

Last 
Year

5-yr 
Avg

Very Short/Short 37% 77% 81% 76%

Adequate 57% 23% 17% 22%

Surplus 6% 0% 2% 2%



Subsoil Moisture, Adequate & Surplus, Montana- 2007 & 2008
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Subsoil Moisture Better than Last Month, 
Last Year, & 5-Yr Average

September 14, 2008 This 
Week

Last 
Month

Last 
Year

5-yr 
Avg

Very Short/Short 55% 75% 79% 82%

Adequate 43% 25% 20% 17%

Surplus 2% 0% 1% 1%



Winter Wheat Seedings

Planting behind last year 
and 5-year average
4.4 days suitable for field 
work last week; rain has 
slowed things down
Planting about 7% 
complete



September 14, 2008 This 
Week

Last 
Year

5-yr 
Avg

Winter Wheat 
Seeded 7% 23% 21%

Winter Wheat Seeding Behind 
Last Year & 5-Year Average



Alfalfa Hay Second Cutting, Montana - July - September
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Hay Harvest Behind 
Last Year & 5-Year 

Average

September 14, 2008 This 
Week

Last 
Year

5-yr 
Avg

Alfalfa Hay
Second Cutting 93% 99% 95%
Other Hay
Second Cutting 79%   91% 90%



Livestock Grazing

Range and pasture feed conditions better 
than last year and 5-year average

Ranchers moving cattle and sheep from 
summer ranges 



Range & Pasture Conditions 
Better than Last Year and 5-Year 

Average

September 14, 2008 This 
Week

Last 
Month

Last 
Year

5-yr
Avg

Very Poor/Poor 27% 27% 36% 47%
Fair 38% 34% 38% 34%
Good 29% 25% 22% 16%
Excellent 6% 14% 4% 3%



Movement from Summer Ranges

September 14, 2008 This 
Week

Last 
Month

Last 
Year

5-yr 
Avg

Cattle & 
Calves 22% 2% 23% 23%
Sheep & 
Lambs 26% 2% 20% 22%



To Sum It Up
Winter wheat seeding well behind last year
Small grain harvest behind last year, due to 
delayed growing season and recent rainfall
Range & pasture feed conditions better than 
last year
Moving livestock to winter pastures & 
ranges well underway 



Small Grains Summary

Due out September 30

Final acreage and production estimates 
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